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revival was awakening dormant consciences to thoughts of freedom
and the destruction of corruption.
The increasing prevalence of such attitudes placed the ancient De-
mocracy on a hot griddle. How could this hoary party, tinged with
corruption and plagued with feuds, stand against youth, enthusiasm,
and idealism? The continuous signs of disintegration, which had been
too plainly manifested in the session of Congress just adjourned, were
not encouraging; nor were the schisms so common in the state organi-
zations. During the summer of 1858 the congressional campaigns were
to demonstrate these weaknesses all too plainly, especially in the five
key states, New York, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois.
II
The largest bloc of seats at stake was made up of the fifteen which
the Democrats held in the President's own Pennsylvania. These con-
stituencies, three-fifths of the state's twenty-five, were scattered through
all portions of the Commonwealth, more in the east, south, and center
than in the west and north. Philadelphia and the coal and iron counties
were still Democratic, as were many of the agricultural districts in the
center and south. The headquarters of the opposition was in the Pitts-
burgh region and in the northern counties. Two situations were particu-
larly dangerous. First, ancient schisms were still unhealed despite
Buchanan's elevation; rather they were more painful because of the
heart-burnings over the patronage. Second, the panic had paralyzed
Pennsylvania's industries, leaving many of her workmen unemployed;
they were potential recruits for clever promoters of a protective tariff.
The party had been united in supporting Buchanan in 1856, and many
came forward thereafter to receive rewards for their loyalty. Although
Buchanan had appointed Pennsylvanians with such frequency that
their number became a joke in Senate executive sessions, he had left
legions forlorn. The same ill fortune that made so difficult the selection
of a member of his cabinet from Pennsylvania followed him into the
lower ranges of the patronage.
A place for Forney remained the most trying puzzle. Buchanan and
Black labored hard to find some reward acceptable to him. As no office